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ABSTRACT Cellulase and swelling agents are known to be effective in improving the colour strength of cotton.
Nowadays, the handloom fabrics are much preferred due to development of innovative designs and their comfort
in wearing. Interests in natural dyes are also growing throughout the world and people are becoming more aware of
the need for eco-friendly materials to come up and dominate the harmful synthetic dyes. But, khadi cotton has
some major shortcomings like less dyeability. Keeping in view that the pretreatment of khadi cotton with
cellulases, swelling agents and combination of cellulases and swelling agents before dyeing improves the colour
strength properties, the present study was planned. It was found that for all the enzyme treated (acid and neutral
cellulase) as well as swelling agents treated (Sodium hydroxide, Ethylenediamine and Zinc chloride) samples, the
colour strength was increased in comparison to the untreated samples
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